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 (Wise men) … going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they  offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh (Matthew. 2,11)
“Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, 
and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold 
molding around it. (Exodus. 25,10-11)
Here are the ones who will reward the Gardens of Eden, where the brooks flow. They will deck 
themselves with golden bracelets and will wear clothes made by precious silk and brocade and 
will stay laid down on high sofas. What an excellent reward, what a splendid mansion! (Holy 
Quran, Surah 9,31)
The reader could ask: why do you begin this HOUSE ORGAN by quoting sentences taken out 
from the books over which the most important religions are based?
For sure, our aim is not to give a useless show of knowledge, neither to express equality among 
the religions themselves.
We made it simply because in all the citations we draw above, they speak about the precious 
metal par excellence : GOLD.



 Noble metal par excellence, malleable, unassailable 
from chemical degradation, if not in extreme conditions (e.g. the well-knows, 
to chemists, “aqua regia”, composed by a blend of nitric and Hydrochloric 
acids).
GOLD was, probably, the first metal to be discovered in prehistory.
Most probably it was the first metal ever used from humans (before copper) to 
manufacture ornaments, jewels and ritual objects.
GOLD, mostly in the period when the Egyptian State was created, had its 
political and economic role: it was one of the elements which originated the 
deification of pharaoh and birth of the first cities.
Though it never had a role in the making of tools or objects suitable for the 
development of humanity, GOLD has raised a fundamental symbolic value 
since our origins.
This is for sure thanks to its intrinsic meaning deriving from religious 
practices. Let’s think, for example, of pharaoh’s masks, of the golden ox 
which, in accordance to Bible, was worshipped by the Hebrew people during 
Moses’s stay on Sinai Mountain, of Kink Midas legend, who turned into gold 
everything he touched and, at the end, was victim of his own blessing, having 
died from hunger.

Art and gold
Coming eras more next to ours, the myth of GOLD never lost its primary 

value. It has been used to enrich the miniated manuscripts in Middle Ages; as if these books 

were not precious enough, having their fantastic miniatures!



Art and gold
 Moreover, GOLD turned the so-called “Book of Hours” into real jewels.

In this image, we show the “Torriani Book of Hours”, stored in the library of Chantilly Castle. Nowadays 

this book can be purchased, in facsimile edition identical to the original one, by the few bibliophiles 

who can afford to spend thousands of Euros to get a copy.
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Not  to  mention about GOLD in Medieval paintings, 

which enriched altar-pieces and paintings making them to shine their 

own light.

1) This is the amazing altarpiece painted by Duccio da Boninsegna 

displayed in National Software Store in Siena.

2) Without forgetting the “art of mosaic” which had its maximum 

expression in Byzantines. This is the image of the cheviot is St. Apollinare 

in Classe, next Ravenna.



2) 3)

3)     To reach at the end of this journey to the one considered 
one of the maximum masterpiece in goldsmith art ever: the GOLD 
altarpiece in St. Mark Cathedral – Venice.
The amazing jewelry artwork was made for purpose to the basilica in 
10th century and enriched as long as 14th  century.
The first document in which it has been quoted, drives back to the 
end of 10th century, when the doge Pietro Orseolo commissioned it to 
Constantinople in 976-978 AD. It was enriched and widened during the 
doge Ordelaffio Falier period (in 1105) and then furthermore in 1209, 
after the conquer of Constantinople, on the assignment by Pietro Ziani. 
To this phase are dated the seven big enamels in the upper register, 
coming maybe from the monastery of the Pantocrator in the byzantine 
capital.   
As you can see, GOLD has passed through time and fashions, never losing 
its charm; moreover, enriched by the patina time has given it. This, though 
it is not subject to ageing which alters the appearance of all the other 
metals, thanks to its inert nature which renders it immune from degrade.    
But its use has not yet finished...



GoldApart from dresses and 
jewels which, starting from the first 
pharaohs onwards, constituted the 
fundamental part of regal outfits, GOLD 
is also present in todays fashion. 
It is obvious that dresses cannot be 
manufactured with GOLD , since their 
weight would be such heavy than only a 
superwoman could wear them!
In any case, effect is the one shown in 
these pictures and, to admire such dresses, 
you must be fitted with a credit card with 
unlimited credit level and, finally, with 
good sunglasses to avoid dazzling.



Obviously, WOOD is 
among the substrates which most likely can 
be enriched by GOLD.
Let’s not only think of king palaces, like 
Versailles or Caserta Palaces.
In our houses for sure we have wooden 
objects covered with golden leaves.
And no matter if 24 carats GOLD or 
imitation: the important is the final effect.
 Also, because nobody will ever dare to 
scratch gold out from its substrate to take it 
home. They will simply admire its natural 
richness and will bear its memory once left 
your house.
Let’s think only of picture and mirror frames.



GOLD LACK AND NATURAQUA GOLD LACK
GOLD-EFFECT LACQUERS

The lacquers from Gold Lack’s range are characterized by high coverage, 
brilliance and fluency, making them suitable for several applications 
in decoration and restoration area. Available in the traditional gold 
shades – rich, pale, rich-pale, ducat, but also silver and copper, in 
exterior and interior versions, waterborne and solvent-based.

SOFTWAX AND HARD WAX
GOLD-EFFECT WAX STICKS

In Ca’ D’Oro line, Borma wax fillers, well known for their quality and 
easy application, join the precious metal powders: soft waxes as well 
as hotmelting sticks are available in gold, ducat gold, silver-gold, silver 
and copper. They allow invisible touch up works, with no shrinkage, 
light resistant and overpaintable on any furniture, frames, moldings, 
panels and surfaces in general with metal-effect finishes.   

GOLD TOUCH UP
COLOUR EDGING PEN, SPRAY, BRUSHABLE 
TOUCH UP LACQUER

For the immediate repair of scratches, abrasions and other damages on 
surfaces with metal-effect finishes, Borma touch up lacquers in gold, 
ducat gold and silver, are available in three handy versions: the marker, 
for very precise application in small areas or along the edges, the small 
bottle with its brush for larger applications, the spray can for invisible 
applications on large or difficult areas.

Cà d’Oro
At the end the history of GOLD and its applications drives us at the end to our friend the 
WOOD and to the BORMAWACHS products to be utilized to turn it from an apparently 
“humble” material into the richest and most luxurious you can imagine.





The one shown is the most famous dish made by the most famous Italian chef in 20th century.
Chef is Gualtiero Marchesi and dish is “Rice with saffron and gold leaf ”.

Is this pure exhibitionism? Let’s everyone have his own idea about.
The fact is that this dish is well-known all over the world. It seems also that in the original receipt 
of “Rice Milanese style” which was served during gala dinners by Sforza (ruling family in Milan 

during 15th century) the use of GOLD (nowadays commonly substituted by saffron, which is also 
very expensive) was common, to underline the power and richness of this family. 

Following the trail of Marchesi, many others chefs worldwide went into the use of foodstuff GOLD. Stephen Bruce, owner at Serendipity 3 
in New York City, invented, jointly with Euphoria jewelry the one which can be defined the most expensive dessert in the world: the “Frozen 
Haute Chocolate”: a blend of 28 different kinds of cocoa, among which 14 of the rarest, joint with 5 grams of foodstuff 23 carat GOLD in a 
cup also decorated with goldstuff GOLD.
Over it cream, again GOLD and a chocolate truffle produced by Knipschildt chocolatery (worth 6,000 USD per kg). It is served to customers 
(if you are not a sheikh, better to abstain ordering!) fitted with a souvenir- a 18 carat golden bracelet having 1 carat diamond- and a golden 
spoon set. Price for this package is $ 25,000.
In 2006, to celebrate its 125th year of activity, the English company F. Duerr & Son produced the most expensive marmalade in the world, 
“Fine Cut Seville Orange Marmalade”, made using the best Seville oranges joint with a Dalmore 62 whisky from Whyte & Mackay (valued at 
over $60,000 a bottle), and Pol Roger Cuvée Sir Winston Churchill 1996. Al this stored inside a very elegant crystal cup containing foodstuff 
24 GOLD leaves. The premium preserves, packaged in a custom-made crystal jar, would cost $144 to cover a single slice of toast.
Someone used GOLD even to top a pizza. The most expensive in the world has been created in Glasgow, Scotland, by the chef Domenico 
Crolla, to collect funds for Fred Hollows Foundations, which is fighting against blindness in developing countries. Sprinkled with foodstuff 
24 carat GOLD and garnished by caviar wet by champagne, lobster marinated in cognac and Scottish smoked salmon. 
Ok, it was for charity, we don’t know the price but, yet, we keep on preferring Pizza Margherita!

Since we are approaching the end of the year and its celebrations we cannot speak about 
GOLD without quoting its most unusual application: GOLD in foods and beverages.



Well, after this long golden journey, we must finish with our Wishes.
Obviously, with a totally golden Christmas Tree!
We wish you a GOLDEN 2017 and thank you for accompanying us 
during our journeys 
BORMAWACHS will be at your side with new products, new 
initiatives, new challenges.
Most of all, keeping on loving our and your job, our and your friend, 
the WOOD




