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And now here we are again, just in time for our usual meeting where we tell you 
stories, experience, comments on our lives and on the amazing things around us.
If you don’t mind, this time we would like to tell you a story which has ancient roots and 
nevertheless is always up to date.
There is a say which is often used in a derogatory way : “To have something under our feet”.
In our case, what we literally have “under our feet” is something but humble and despised: we 
mean the “parquet flooring”.
Men soon realized that wood can be one of their best allies, thanks to one of its main features: 
it is a perfect thermal insulator, keeping rooms fresh in summer and warm in winter.
Several examples of medieval and even Roman parquet floors reached us and witness it.
During Neolithic period, about 4,000 years B.C., our ancestors were used to cover the floors 
in their houses by just slotted pieces of wood. In Nordic countries, houses, fully built in wood, 
were raised clear of the ground by girders to avoid the humidity to attack wood fibers. Around 
3,000 b.C.  the Egyptians and the Vikings built the first boarding to defend from chill and 
insects.
Just before 1,000 A.D., most countries in cold climate started to use the wooden floor, and the 
most used wood species were just the easiest to find in those areas: fir, larch, pine.
We find then that in the 12th and 13th centuries, in Northern France oak and olive tree floors 
were used.



The fashion  to match boards having different kinds 
of wood and different colors sets in Middle Ages and keeps on all over the 
Gothic period and in the first years of Renaissance.

Flemish painter witnessed the steady 
popularity of parquet floors among the Northern European peoples. There 
is no indoor scene in which the wooden floor, as bright as a mirror, does not 
appear in its whole splendor.    



The year 1534, is the one when the first “parquet 
floor” was settled, after the advice of architect Jules Menard, at the court of 
King Frances 1st . 
Moreover, in France we find the first parquet floors made by different timbers 
(walnut, cherry, beech) and in various drawings.
The mansion of Versailles is one of the most majestic and renown examples of 
baroque royal palaces.
In its immense halls we can admire complex and elegant examples of placing 
“stripes and bindello” and “mosaic”: in the former, a perimetrical  stripe  runs 
around the floor central area. This one can be also made by a contrast timber 
material; in the latter splines having same length and wideness are set aside to 
form small squares which become the size unity for the whole floor.
Also in the rest of Europe, in noblemen’s mansions and in castles, the first 
parquet floorings appear, having different shapes and designs.
Towards the end of 17th century, parquet flooring became a fashion, as much 
as to be settled in several luxury houses, using mainly European timbers (oak, 
maple, walnut, chestnut and cherry). 
During the 20th century the “large spline” and joint board parquet spread 
over, often over sand background, thanks to “male-female” junctions. Often 
the new parquet has been settled directly over the existing floor.
A linguistic curiosity : the word “parquet”, used first in France and in other 
European countries, has changed its native meaning in a very strange way.
Originally, parquet was the diminutive for “park”. 
In time this word started to identify a well determined space, i.e. the place 
where sessions and conventions were held; particularly, the hall where the 
kind Luis XIV was used to hold his meetings was named “parquet”. Since this 
place was always paved by wood, the word “parquet” started to be synonymous 
for “wooden floor”. 



As you can see, the history of parquet dates back to antiquity, since 
it started in Neolithic Era. 
We know how precious is wood and even more precious is the wood 
which is a real complement of architecture, as parquet is in the houses 
having the luck to have it.
Then, forgetting at the moment the lucky people who live in castles 
or a patrician villa and therefore can step over an antique parquet, 
BORMAWACHS can help the ones having parquet laid down in a 
modern flat and yet feel themselves like Luis XIV. 

How can?Thanks to a full set of specific products which 
can turn your modern parquet into an antique one and finishing it with 
such a richness to equalize the skilled cabinet-makers of Sun King. 
Such a “macic” is possible thanks to the unique properties of HOLZ 
ANTIX

HOLZ ANTIX 2008 is a WB vehicle ready-to-use, endowed 
with a special ageing effect. When applied over timbers 
rich in tannin, e.g. oak, it easily allows to get substrates 
having antique effect.
We used the word “magic” not to astonish you or to create 
a glow of mystery. Let’s just look how HOLZ ANTIX acts 
to become amazed. 



To feel the “old-fashioned taste” which merges with the 

absolute richness that only wood can give our house, once it has been 

aged, our treasure can be finished by PARQUET OILS. 

PARQUET OIL PLUS

The special formulation of 
Parquet Oil PLUS, developed 
after the traditional Parquet Oil, 
allows a better workability in 
hand applications, even when 
pigmented, thanks to a wider open 
time. Not flammable, ADR free, 
aromatic free. Based on natural 
oils, reinforced with high quality 
resins, it is available in different 
sheen levels and hardwax version. 
Suitable for hand applications and 
for industrial coating machine. 
Great hardness and resistance.

PARQUET OIL PRO

Born to meet the demands of 
professionals, Parquet Oil PRO 
joins excellent workability, high 
technical performances and 
attention to workers’ health. Based 
on natural oil, reinforced with 
high quality resins, its wide open 
time allows a better application 
of coloured versions and makes 
it suitable for buffing machine 
applications. Aromatic free and 
with reduced VOC content. Not 
flammable (no ADR). Suitable 
for hand applications and for 
industrial coating machine as well. 
Great hardness and resistance.

PARQUET OIL QUICK

The most traditional of Borma 
Parquet Oils’ range, maintained in 
its appreciated technical qualities 
and application properties. Based 
on natural oils, reinforced with 
high quality resins, it is available in 
different sheen levels and hardwax 
version. Fast drying and suitable 
for hand applications and for 
industrial coating machine. Great 
hardness and resistance.



A journey into the Luxury of   Parquet

How couldn’t we start from one of the most famous resorts in Italy, 
whenever not in the world? A resort which boasts, among the rest, a 2 
star Michelin restaurant, managed by a real star into the gastronomic 
Italian vault of heaven: VILLA CRESPI at Orta San Giulio, Piedmont. 
Could you ever imagine this master suite having a simple tile floor? 
Come on! Here parquet means style and luxury, as much as the 
sumptuous tester bed!
If we add to this luxury suite the landscape you can enjoy from its 
window, here is Paradise!

Let’s leave, with some sorrow, the wonderful Orta Lake and, with a 
jump that cyberspace only can allow, let’s go to Florence.
What do you think? The one aside is one of the halls at VILLA CORA 
HOTEL, one of the jewels in Italy hospitality. The one who could 
expect to find marble floors, would remain (luckily) disappointed. 
The same parquet flooring we find in each room of this patrician 
mansion, built at the end of 19th century which, after a skilled 
restoration, has become since 2010 an upscale hotel just steps from 
city center of the Renaissance Capital in Italy.

If you don’t mind, we shall make now a short journey throughout the 
luxury of parquet, i.e. wherever parquet is the main luxury component in 
Italian hotels at the top in refinements.



Let’s go now to the “official” Italy capital, Rome. Here is another example 
of palace turned into a Grand Hotel: PALAZZO ALDROVANDI. 
The palace, built at the time of King Umberto 1st where previously 
a convent existed, is now one of the most sought-after and coveted 
locations in Rome. Here too we find a profusion of parquet in all its 
refined rooms and halls

Let’s reach Naples and enter the best hotel in town. 
It is the best because it is beautifully situated, faced seafront and with 
the view on MASCHIO ANGIOINO castle. And, obviously, thanks to 
its very luxurious furnishing.
Here aside is one of “standard rooms”! If you want to see sybaritic 
images, let’s go and see suites and halls.
Parquet flooring? No need to say!

Finally, we are at Taormina, the pearl in Sicily island and one of the 
most fascinating places in the world. Which is the top address? TIMEO 
hotel, which was the first hotel built in Taormina and is rated as one of 
the most charming in Italy. Here is one of its suites, with a breathtaking 
view over the blue sea of the coast.

Not bad, what do you think?
This fantastic journey which, without spending a cent, enables 
us to visit the best hotels in Italy and, obviously, admire the 
parquet which is main component in their luxury, is not yet 
finished.
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BORMAWACHS is ready!
Well, coming back to the “technical” side of our journey, all these parquet 
floorings need products which can keep their beauty untouched in time, 
despite the stress they are daily facing.

NATURAQUA PARKETTLACK

Waterbased lacquer, that can be used as a single component product, or can be activated 
with Catalyst 4100-2K, with the ratio varnish : catalyst = 10 : 1. Respects environment 
and the workers’ health. Naturaqua PARKETTLACK grants very high protection levels. 
High performances with the convenience of a single component / catalyzed technology.

PARKETTLACK

Borma Parkettlack is a single component PU lacquer for the treatment of wooden 
floors. Parkettlack develops very high levels of protection to shear and abrasion, thanks 
to the high superficial hardness. High performances with the commodity of the single 
component technology.

2K PARKETTLACK

Waterbased polyurethane lacquer for the parquet floor treatment, to be activated with its 
specific catalyst, with the ratio lacquer: catalyst = 10 : 1. It develops excellent protection 
levels against wear and abrasion. 
Excellent performances and resistance with the convenience of a waterbased technology.

ULTRAMAX MATT

Ultramax is a 2 component, low yellowing, PU-acrylic lacquer for the treatment of 
wooden interior surfaces. It develops excellent levels of protection to scratch and 
abrasion, thanks to the extreme superficial hardness. Its special formulation is ideal for 
very matt and natural finishings, without unpleasant polishing-effects.






